Campaign Against Venezuela Sanctions
Email: info@nosanctions.org
Website: www.nosanctions.org


Dear friends
We are a group of concerned citizens across Canada, and are writing to ask you to endorse a petition calling on the Canadian government to withdraw the sanctions imposed on Venezuela on September 9th last year. The petition has been submitted to the Canadian government website, and will be submitted to the Canadian government on 24th March.
We believe the petition, which is reproduced below, is self-explanatory. We will be placing further material on the website of the petition at www.nosanctions.org 
In our view, and we hope you agree, there is no justification for this ill-considered decision, which will do nothing to help the people of Venezuela, can only damage Canada’s relations with Latin America and the world, isolates Canada in world opinion and raises serious concerns about human rights and the legality of the government’s actions.
We ask you to help us with one or more of the suggestions below:
	Sign the petition
	Formally endorse the petition and give us permission to reproduce your name as one of the petition supporters on the site
	Tell your contacts and network about the petition and urge them to support it

Write to members of parliament who represent you, or to members of Canada’s parliamentary parties seeking your vote, urging them to support the petition.
We would be happy to respond to your queries and would welcome your suggestions. The website www.nosanctions.org will be regularly updated with pertinent background information.
Cordially

Alison Colette, Vancouver
Radhika Desai, Manitoba
Alan Freeman, Manitoba
Cy Gonick, Manitoba
Paul Graham, Manitoba
Henry Heller, Manitoba
Peter Kulchyski, Manitoba
Sig Laser, Manitoba
Glenn Michalchuk, Manitoba
Darryl Rankin, Manitoba
John Ridell, Toronto

Petition proposers


The petition
on September 22, 2017, the Government of Canada imposed new sanctions against Venezuela, Venezuelan officials, and other individuals under the Special Economic Measures Act in violation of the sovereignty of Venezuela
such sanctions impede dialogue and peace-building in Venezuela and in the region more generally;
these sanctions impede the normal operation of Venezuela’s duly constituted political processes including elections
the Government of Canada has supported the U.S. government’s sanctions against Venezuela
the Government of Canada has met with, supported, and continues to echo the demands of Venezuela’s violent anti-government opposition
the Government of Canada refuses to recognize the legitimacy of Venezuela’s democratically elected government and falsely refers to it as dictatorial
the government of Canada seeks to promote foreign intervention in the internal affairs of Venezuela
We, the undersigned, Citizens, residents and friends of Canada, call upon the Government of Canada to 
1. immediately lift all sanctions against Venezuela, Venezuelan officials, and other individuals;

2. retract all statements in support of US sanctions against Venezuela; 

3. immediately cease its support for the efforts of the US and other right wing governments in the Organization of American States (OAS) that violate the sovereignty and self-determination of another member-state; and 

4. immediately cease all intervention against Venezuela.







